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Letter from the Editor

Letter from the Editor
Garrett Trott, Reference/Instruction Librarian
Corban University

We, the editorial team of The Christian Librarian (TCL), hope you will enjoy this
issue. With a handful of articles and numerous book reviews, it should be helpful as
you serve Jesus Christ and glorify God through your service in the library.
The Willamette Valley, which includes Salem, Oregon (where I work) and the city of
Stayton, Oregon (where I live), has had a very mild winter. The transition to spring
was seamless.
Winter often signifies death, as it is a time when the weather gets cold, animals
hibernate, and plants die. Spring is often when things begin to come back to life: the
weather gets warmer, the rain provides the necessary nutrients to bring vegetation
back to life, and many animals begin to come out of hibernation. Change is very
much a part of life.
As librarians we are all familiar with change to some degree or another. Whether
those changes include the advent of technology or changes in personnel, we all
know about and have experienced change.
Change is a dominant, but unplanned, theme throughout this current issue.The first
aspect of change is the fact that when you receive this issue, it will likely be mid
to late April, and not mid to late June when 57:1 was released last year. We have
changed the release dates of TCL to align better with the ACL conference. Our June
release date, honestly, was simply incidental.
You may also see change in the number of articles submitted. Having such a narrow
window between the last issue, 57:2, and this issue, 58:1, did not allow much time for
submission. We hope to resolve this in the future by carrying over articles submitted
in the late fall to the spring issue.
The theme of change is also evident in our book reviews. TCL’s review editor,
Craig Kubic, solicited approximately fifty book reviews in the short window of time
allotted. I think we would all agree that book reviews are critical to what we do as
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librarians. It is wonderful to have a resource to get a quick summary of content and
a critical assessment of the value of a book by another librarian. We will see even
more book reviews in future issues.
One other critical component that the season of spring brings about is Resurrection
Sunday, also known as Easter. There are several elements of change encompassed
in Resurrection Sunday: the change from death to life, the change from sorrow in
Christ’s death to joy in Christ’s resurrection, and the change that the resurrection
brought about in the lives of His twelve disciples. As followers of Jesus Christ, the
resurrection serves as a foundational element to the change that takes place in our
lives as well.
The resurrection also plays a critical role in how we practice our profession of
librarianship, whether we are at a Christian institution, a public university, or a public
library. The resurrection impacts how we act. It impacts our daily interactions with
patrons, our relationships with vendors and our communication with our colleagues.
The resurrection also impacts how we think. How should Christian truths,
including the resurrection of Christ, impact Christian librarianship? How should
the foundation of Christian librarianship differ from the foundation of librarianship
practiced by our non-Christian colleagues?
As Abraham Kuyper, a Dutch statesman and theologian, famously said at the
inaugural convocation of the Free University, commenting on Psalm 24:1 (The
earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell therein):
“In the total expanse of human life there is not a single square inch of which Christ,
who alone is sovereign, does not declare, ‘That is mine!’”
During this spring, as the winter passes and things come back to life, when we focus
on the resurrection of Jesus Christ, may we remember the critical role that our risen
savior plays in all of life, including librarianship.
Dominus Salvator Christus
Garrett Trott
TCL Editor-in-Chief
gtrott@corban.edu

6
The Christian Librarian, 58 (1) 2015

